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Eft in confilio matrona, admotaque lanis 

Emeritéd que ceffat acu: fententia prima 

Hujus erit ; poft banc atate atque arte minores 

Cenfebunt : tanquam fame difcrimen agatur, 

Aut anima: tanta ef quarendi cura. decoris. 
Juv. 


To Mr. TOWN. 


ees 2 ON TEST ED Eleétions and Double Returns 
being at prefent the general topic of dif- 
courfe, a fubject in.which the ladies me- 


<8 thinks are but little concerned, I have a 

Scheme to propofe to you in their behalf, 

which I doubt not but you, as their profeffed patron, will 
ufe your eloquence to recommend, and your authority to 
enforce. It has long been a matter of real concern to 
5F. every 
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every well-wifher to the fair fex, that the men fhould be 
allowed the free choice of reprefentatives, to whom they 
can make every real or pretended grievance known, while 
the women are deprived of the fame privilege; when in 
reality they have many grievances utterly unknown and 
unthought of by the men, and which cannot be redreffed 


but by a FemALE PARLIAMENT, . 


I po not, indeed, pretend to the honour of firft pro- 
jecting this'Scheme, fince an-Affembly of this nature has 
been propofed before : but as it appears to me fo neceflary, I 
would advife that writs be immediately iffued out for calling 
a Parliament of Women, which for the future fhould affem- 
ble every winter, and be diffolved every third year. My rea- 
fon for fhortening the time of their fitting proceeds from the 
reflection, that full as much bufinefs will be done, at leaft 
as many fpeeches will be made, by women in three years, 
as by men in feven. To this Affembly every county and 
city in England fhall. fend two members; but from this 
privilege I would utterly exclude every borough, as we fhall 
prefently fee that they can have no bufinefs to tranfact 
there.» But as I would have their number at leaft equal to 
that of the other Parliament, the deficiency fhould be fup- 
plied by the fquares and great ftreets at the court end of 
the town, each of which fhould be reprefented by one of 
their own inhabitants. In humble imitation of the Houfes 
of Lords and Commons, the ladies of peers (whether fpiri- 
tual or temporal) fhould fit here in their own right, the 
others by election only ; any woman to be qualified, whofe 
hufband, or even whofe father (for I would by no means 
exclude the unmarried ladies) are qualified to be chofen into 
thé other. In the fame mannet, whatever entitles the huf- | 
band or father to vote at that election, thould entitle his’ 


wife or daughter to vote at this, 
Havine 
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Havine fettled this point, it now remains to adjuft the 
fabjeéts which they are to treat of ; and thefé we fhall find 
to be indeed of the laft importance, What think you, 
Sir, of the rife and fall of fafhions, of as much con- 
fequence to them as the rife and fall of kingdoms is to 
we? of the commencing a new acquaintance, equivalent to 
‘our making a new alliance ? and the ceremonial of a route 
or a Ball, as interefting as the preliminaries of a treaty or 
a.congrefs? Thefe fubjects, and thefe alone, will fufficiently 
employ them every feffions ; and as tlieir judgment mutt 
be final, how delightful will it be to have bills brought in 
to determine how many inches of the leg or neck may w- 
fully be expos’d, how many curtefies at a public place amount 
to an acquaintance, and what are the precife privileges of 
birth or fortune, that entitle the poffeffors to give routs or 
drums, on week-days or on fundays. Whoever fhould pre- 
fume to tranfgrefs againft thefe laws, might be punifhed 
fuitably to their offences: and be banifhed from public 
places, or be condemned to do penance in linfey-woolfey : 
or if any female fhould be convicted of immodefty, the 
might be outlawed, and then (as thefe laws would not bind 
the nymphs of Drury) we thould eafily diftinguith a mode/ 
woman as the phrafe is, if not by her looks, at leaft by 
her drefs and appearance, and the victorious Fanny might 
then be fuffer’d to ftrike bold ftrokes without rivalry or: 
imitation- If any man too fhould be found fo grofly of- 
fending againft the laws of fafhion as to refufe a member 
-a bow at a play or a falute at a wedding, how fuitably 
would he be punifhed by being reprimanded on his knees. 
in fach an aflembly, and by fo: fine a woman as we may 
fuppofe the fpeaker would be? Then doubtlefs would a 
grand committee fit on the affair of hoops; and were they 
eftablithed in their prefent form by proper authority, doors 
and 
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and boxes might be alter’d and enlarg’d accordingly, Then 
fhould we talk as familiarly of the vifit bill as of the mar- 
riage bill, and with what pleafure fhould we perufe the 
regulations of the committee of drefs? Every lover of de- 
corum would be pleafed to hear that refractory females were 
taken into cuftody by the ufher of the black fan: The double 
return of a vifit would occafion as many debates as the dou- 
ble return for a certain county, and at the eve of an election 
how pretty would it be to fee the ladies of the fhire going about 
mounted on their white palfreys and canvafling for votes. 


Titx this great purpofe is attain’d, I fee not how the 
vifible enormities in point of drefs, and failures in point of 
ceremony can effectually be prevented. But then, and not 
before, I fhall hope to fee politenefs and good breeding di- 
ftinguifhed from formality and affectation, and dreffes in- 
vented that will improve, not diminifh the charms of the 
fair, and rather become than difguife the wearers, 


I am, Sir, Yours, &c. 


TIMOTHY CANVAS. 


I am much obliged to my correfpondent for his letter, 
and heartily with that this Scheme was carried into execu- 
tion. The liberties daily taken in point of drefs demand 
proper reftrictions. The ancients fettled the national habit 
by law : but the drefs of our own country is fo very fluctua- 


ting, that if the great grandmothers of the prefent generation 


were to arife, they would not be able to guefs at their 
pofterity from their drefs, but would fancy themfelves in a 
ftrange country. As thefe affairs fall more immediately 
under the cognizance of the ladies, the female world in 
general would foon be fenfible of the advantages accruing 
from a female parliament; and tho’ ladies of fafhion might 

probably 
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probably claim fome peculiar liberties in drefs by their 
privilege, it might naturally be expected that this wife 
aflémbly would at leaft keep the reft of the fex in order ; 
nor fuffer enormous hoops to fpread themfelves acrofs the 
whole pavement, to the detriment of all honeft men going 
upon bufinefs along the ftreet ; nor permit the chandler’s 
wife to retail half-quarterns from behind the counter, in a 
fhort ftomacher and without an hankerchief. 


I am aware that a confiderable objection may be brought 
againft this Scheme: to wit, that a Female Parliament 
(like thofe of the men) may be fubje& to corruption, 
and be made dependant on a court. The enormous E/iza- 
deth Ruff, and the aukward Queen of Scots Mob, are fatal 
inftances of the evil influence which courts have upon 
fafhions : and as no one can tell the power which a Briti/h 
Queen might have over the councils of a Female Parliament, 
future ages might perhaps fee the ftays bolftered out into 
hump-backs, or the petticoats let down to conceal a bandy 
leg, from the fame fervile complaifance which warped the 
necks of Alexander's courtiers, 


But though a Parliament on the foregoing fcheme has 
not yet taken place, an inftitution of the like nature has 
been contrived among the order of females, who (as I 
mentioned in a former paper) advertife for gentlemen to: 
play at cards with them. The reader may remember, that 
fome time ago an advertifement appeared in the public 
papers, from the Covent-Garden Society; in which it was 
fet forth, that one of their members was voted common. 
This very fociety is compofed of thefe Agreeable Young 
Ladies, whofe bufinefs it is to play at cards with thofe gen- 
tlemen, who have good-nature and fortune fufficient to fit 
down contented with being lofers. It is divided, like the 
5G upper 
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upper and lower Houfes of Parliament, into Ladies and 
Commons. 'The upper order of Card-players take their feats 
according to the rank of thofe who game at high ftakes 
with them; while the Commons are made up of the lower 
fort of gamblers within the hundreds of Drury and Covent- 
Garden, Every one is obliged to pay a certain tax out of 
her Card-money ; and the revenue arifing from it is applied 
to the levying of hoop-petticoats, facks, petenlairs, ¢aps; 
handkerchiefs, aprons, &c. to be iffued out nightly according 
to the exigence and degree of the members. Many revo- 
lutions have happened in this fociety fince its inftitution: A 
Commoner in the {pace of a few weeks has been called up to 
the Houfe of Ladies; and another, who at firft fat as 
Peerefs, has been fuddenly degraded, and voted common, 


More particulars of this Society have not come to my 
knowledge: but their defign feems to be, to erect a Com. 
mon Wealth of themfelves, and to refcue their liberties from 
being invaded by thofe who have prefumed to tyrannize over 
them. If this practice of playing their own cards, and fhuff- 
ling for themfelves, fhould generally prevail among all the 
Agreeable Young Gamefters of Covent-Garden, 1 am con- 
cerned to think what will become of the venerable fifterhood 
of Douglafs, Haddocks, and Noble, as well as the fraternity 
of Harris, Derry, and the reft of thof gentlemen, who have 
hitherto aéted as Groom-Porters, and had the principal di- 
rection of the game. From fuch a combination it may 
greatly be feared, that the honourable profeffion of Pimp 
will in a fhort time become as ufelefs as that of a Fleet- 
Parfon, 
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